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we reject this course.

As for the Soviet view, Chairman Brezhnev repeatedly
has .stressed that the competition of ideas and systems must con-

tinug and that this is entirely consistent with relaxation of
tensions and peace.

. We ask only that these systems begin by living up to
their own constitutions, abiding by their own laws and complying
with the international obligations they have undertaken.

We ask only for a process, a direction, a basic code
of decency, not for an ingtant transformation.

. We cannot ignore the fact that even without our
encouragement there has been and will continue to be repeated
explosions against repression and dictatorships. The Soviet Union
itself is not immune to this reality. Any system is inherently
unstable that has no peaceful means to legitimize its leaders.

In such cases, the very repressiveness cf the state ultimately
drives people to resist it, if necessary, by force.

While we must be cautioéus about forcing the pace of -
change, we must not hesitate to declare our ultimate objectives .
and to take concrete actions to move toward them. We must be
s;aunch in our conviction that freedom is not the sole prerocga-
tive of a lucky few, but the inalienable and universal right of
all human beings.  So states the United Nations' Universal Declara-

tion of Human Rights, which, among other things, guarantees free
elections.

The objective I propose is quite simple to state,
to foster the infrastructure of democracy, the system of a free
press, unions, political parties, universities, which allows a
people to choose their own way to develop their own culture, to
reconcile their own differences through peaceful means.

This is not cultural imperialism, it is providing the
means for genuine self-determination and protection for diversity.
Democracy alreacdy flourishes in countries with very different
cultures and historical experiences. It would be cultural con-
descension, or worse, to say that any people prefer dictatorship
to democracy. Whc would voluntarily choose not to have the
right to vote, decide to purchase government propaganda handouts
instead of independent newspapers, prefer government to worker
controlled unions, opt for land to be owned by the state instead
of those who till it, want government repression of religious
liberty, a single political party instead of a free choice, a
rigid cultural orthodoxy instead of democratic tolerance and
diversity? '

[ Since 1917 the Soviet Union bas given covert peolitical
training and agsistance to Marxist-Leninists in many countries,

Of course, it also has promoted the use of violence and subversion
by these same forces. :

__Over the past several decades, West European and other -
Social Democrats, isti emocrats and leaders .hav ed

open_assistance to fraternal political and social institutions

to bring abcut peaceful and democratic progress. Appropriately,
for a vigorous new democracy, the Federal Republic of Germany's

.political foundations have become a major foree in this effort,

‘ We in America now intend to take additional steps,
‘ ) as wany of our allies have already done, toward realizing this

same goal, The Chairman andé other leaders of the National

Republican 2nd Democratic Party organizations are initiating

| _a_ study with the bipartisan American political foundation
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to determine how the United States can best contribute as a nation
to the global campaign for democracy nowgathering force. They
will have the cooperation of Congressional leaders of both parties,
along with representatives of business, labor, and other major
institutions in our society. ;

I look forward to receiving their recommendations, and
to working with these institutions and the Congress in the commen
task of strengthening democracy throughout the world.

It is time that we committed ourselves as a nation --

in both the public anéig;ivatezggctorsA;:_;g_assistiggw§gmocratic

development.
| —y

We plan to consult with leaders of other nations as
well. There is a proposal before the Council of Europe to invite
parliamentarians from democratic countries to a meeting next
year in Strasbourg. That prestigious gathering could consider
ways to help democratic political movements.

This November in Washington there will take place
an international meeting on free elections and next spring there
will be a conference of world authorities on constitutionalism and ‘
self-government hosted by the Chief Justice of the United States.
Atthorities from a number of developing and developed countries --
judges, philosophers and politicians with practical experience,

\ have agreed to explore how to_turn principle into practice and

further the rule of law.

At the same time, we invite the Soviet Union to consider
with us how the competition of ideas and values -- which it is
committed to suppor:t, can be conducted on a peaceful and reciprocal
basis. For example, I am prepared to offer Tresidernt Brezhrnev
an opportunity to speak to the American people on our television
if he will allow me tLe same opportunity with the Soviet people.
(Applause.) We also suggest that panels of our newsmen periodically
appear on each other's television to discuss major events.

Now, I don't wish to sound overly optimistic, yet
the Soviet Unicn is not immune from the reality of what is going
on in the world. It has happened in the past--a small ruling
elite either mistakenly attempts to ease domestic unrest through
greater repression and foreign adventure, or it chooses a wiset
course -- it begins to allow its people a voice in thair own
destiny.

Even if this latter process is notrealized soon, I
believe the renewed strength of the democratic movement, .
complemented by a global campaign for freedom, will strengthen
the prospects for arms control and a world at peace.

I have discussed on other occasions, including my
address on May 9th, the elements of western policies toward
___the Soviet Union to safeguard our interests and protect the peace.
*That I am describing now is a plan and a hope for the long term --
the march of freedom and democracy which will leave Marxism-Leninism
on the ash-heap of history as it has left other
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